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PICOREER REMNANTS - OLD COTTON PRESS. .
Helena, Shelhy County, Alabama, I A
Ownership:
Present Qwner: Harold R. Dunham,
"Previous Owners; Robert Thomas Dumhanm.
Date of Erection: Approximately 1840,
Builder: Robpert Thomas Dunham,
Present Condition: 3tate of Bis&ntagratiou:

Materials of Construction; Oak; the frame work of the press,
Which 18 composed 0f hand-hewn timbers{marks of the broasdax
8t1l1l visible)was fastened together with wooden pegs, The
shaft or sorew was made €rom a S0lid white oak log and
threaded by hand with hammer and chisel.

The man who fashloned it was
an artist in his profession. Thers is much speoulation
today a8 to how the masker was able to get the right pitoh
to his threads. Some idea of the task that confronted H/m
may be gained by imagining a smooth log 17" in diameter by
nearky 14! long with threads to be cut an inch deep) in it.
That was what the maker of this screw did. Home-made soap,
tallow and mutton suet were used for lubrication and prob-
sbly account for its exzcellent state of preservation.
Resistence was so little that one man could run the Serew
up or down, by puBhing one of the slanting levers.

Other Bxisting Records:
See: Birmingham News, May 31, 1936.

WANCIENT SHELBY COUNTY COTTON PRESS
CMAY SOME DAY BE PLACED IN MUSEDM®
By Harold R. Dumham, Helana, glabama.
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Additional Datas In central Shelhy Gounty, B

a dozen miles north of ontsvallo, stands a gaunt
and ragged sentinel, marking s past era in the South's
No. 1 industry -~ cotton:

Padtly rotted away, leaning preoa-
riously a8 if ready to fall, this o0ld cotton press is pro-
ably yet the best greserved of the very few left in the
Southern States.

Passers~by along the 0ld Montevallo
and Blyton rosd nearby, would nofoubt be surprised to
know that Henry Ford's Bdison Institute Museum of Dearborn
Michigan was desirous of adding this olden wooden sorew
ootton press to its so-called™Southnern’ colleotion of
Southern historical pisces. Piotures of this press have
been made at the special request of Dr. T, Van Hyning,
director of the Florida institubions museum. They have
also been made for the Marshall-Field Museum in Ghioago,
and Birmingham's Public Library.. There is no definite
reason Why any.one would suspect its historical valus;
it isn't an imposing or pretentious structure. On the
contfary, it is inclined to be drab locking, but it is
2 relic just the same, and an interesting one, at that,

Source of Material: Harold R. Dunhsm,

Helena, ‘gt;;la‘bama.

Compiled by: Katherine Floyd.
‘ _ Auburn, Alabams,
Approved; B. Walter Burkhardt, District officer

HeAeB.S. Aubury Alabama,
Date; 1£-18-1936, -
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